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(54) PASSWORD AUTHENTICATING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an authenticating method 
which can prevent system resources from illegally being used by 
mechanical password anticipation without giving disadvantages to a 
legal user. 

SOLUTION: A password reception part 1 1 always counts the 
frequency (a) of password reception per unit time and a threshold 
value comparison part 14 compares the counted password reception 
frequency (a) per unit time with a threshold value G. The threshold 
value G is set suitably on the assumption that the password 
reception frequency per unit time at the time of mechanical 
password anticipation by a program, etc., is larger than the 
password reception frequency per unit time at the time of manual 
input. When a >G, it is considered that the mechanical password 
anticipation is performed and respective inputted passwords are 
invalidated. Consequently, the execution of the mechanical 
password anticipation is stopped. 
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